
 

 

 

 

 

1st May 2020 

Let’s Hui 

Kia Ora, 

Yesterday, CINZ, along with NZEA and EVANZ were invited to join a Zoom call with Minister for 
Economic Development, Phil Twyford, who was keen to further understand the impact on the Events 
industry. It was an opportunity to update the Minister on a couple of key things. Firstly, the complexity 
that is the Events industry and how it is made up of private and public events, corporate and 
association, notwithstanding the broader range of suppliers who contribute to the Events eco-system. 

 

I was able to share with the Minister an understanding of the value of the industry, but importantly, to 
his portfolio, the wider economic impact of Business Events on community; socially, culturally and 
with sustainability in the mind. I updated him on the Business Events Data Project, which is 
sponsored by CINZ, RTONZ and MBIE, which will help in making critical investment decisions for both 
Government and foreign entities as well as placing a more holistic value on the sector. The outcome 
from this meeting is a request for CINZ to provide the Minister with our strategy to move through the 
recovery phase and there is no doubt that there are dependencies to that. Issues like wage subsidies, 
other financial levers, opening up the skies domestically, the trans-Tasman border access and health 
and safety guidelines all impact on our ability to do business. 

 
This document needs to be with the Minister by Friday, 8th May. Typically, these documents are 
concise and to the point. If you would like to contribute, please send your recommendations/solutions 
to me no later than Wednesday, close of business, 6th May. 

 

EVANZ and CINZ will be partnering on meeting and event guidelines for health and safety through the 
Alert levels. After seeking advice from Ministry of Health, the decision was made that this should be 
an industry led initiative, which we welcome. Ministry of Health will provide a final read through of 
those guidelines to ensure key areas have been addressed. Given there is no such thing as a 
standard venue layout, there will need to be some flexibility. I would like to thank Paul Walker, Jessica 
Carlson and Ian Lawley for offering to support this initiative which we hope to have to the Ministry of 
Health by next Wednesday, 6th May and to Rhonda Beasley for the content provided. These 
guidelines will be shared across all CINZ members as well as AuSAE and EVANZ members. 

 

Many of you would have caught Terri van Schooten on Seven Sharp. If not – you will find the link in 
this weeks Hui. It was great to see Terri talking about the industry and the clear distinction between 
major events and business events. The more people we can get talking, the greater the noise. A 
couple of weeks ago, I shared with you key talking points that you can share with your local MP or 
Minister. This “single” approach voice supports the way CINZ is working with our Association friends 
at TIA and TECNZ. It is gaining strength and volume, as we continue to look for further 
announcements, specific to this industry, from the Government. 

 
Thank you all again for your support of CINZ and in particular Heidi, Catherine and Heather following 
yesterday’s news. They have appreciated the outpouring of kindness to them personally and wish 
only the very best for all of you during this difficult time. 

 
He waka eke noa 

 
Lisa Hopkins 
Chief Executive 

 
#wereinittogether 
#hewakaekenoa 


